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CYPRUS 2020 HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Since 1974 the southern part of Cyprus has been under the control of the 
government of the Republic of Cyprus.  The northern part of Cyprus, administered 
by Turkish Cypriots, proclaimed itself the “Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus” 
in 1983.  The United States does not recognize the “Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus,” nor does any country other than Turkey.  A substantial number of Turkish 
troops remain on the island.  A buffer zone, or “Green Line,” patrolled by the UN 
Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus, separates the two sides.  This report is divided into 
two parts:  the Republic of Cyprus, and the area administered by Turkish Cypriots. 

The Republic of Cyprus is a constitutional republic and multiparty presidential 
democracy.  In 2018 voters re-elected President Nicos Anastasiades in free and fair 
elections.  In 2016 voters elected 56 representatives to the 80-seat House of 
Representatives (Vouli Antiprosopon) in free and fair elections.  The remaining 
seats are designated for Turkish Cypriots and are left vacant. 

Police enforce the law and combat criminal activity.  Police report to the Ministry 
of Justice and Public Order.  The president appoints the chief of police.  Civilian 
authorities maintained effective control over the security forces.  Members of the 
security forces committed some abuses. 

Significant human rights issues included:  serious acts of corruption; crimes 
involving violence or threats of violence targeting members of national and ethnic 
minorities; and lack of investigation of and accountability for violence against 
women. 

The government took steps to identify, investigate, prosecute, and punish officials 
who committed human rights abuses. 

Section 1. Respect for the Integrity of the Person, Including 
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CYPRUS 

There was little improvement in working conditions, particularly in hazardous 
sectors and for vulnerable groups.  Authorities reported there were 179 major 
industrial accidents occurred during the year that caused two deaths.  “Authorities” 
also reported they provided eight persons with pensions (based on their) incapacity 
to work. 
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